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l“i.\nnumm Viace Coune or e TANGSA
COMMUNITY Wirh Sencian Rpprrence 1o THE
Mossana Sun-Tuane

Neelam Rupa' & Samsom Maossang,

Human being s o social animal and the sooner one
understands this, the better one will be able 1o live with others
m community. A community, though formed on the basis of
mutual interests, tends o experience disputes; and it becomes
mportant to address such issues responsibly and have a smooth
functioning ol the community. Hence, since antiquity, the role
ot a village council or a similar mechanism at the level of the
village has been imperative for the survival and functioning of a
village.

The tribal organisation of justice reflects the existing
rraditional codes of a tribal community. In fact, the indigenous
tribal legal system is based on the customary laws and usages of
the tribal society. However, the concept of law in its legalistic
form was compl-crcly unknown to such societies in the past.

Hardand (1924) observed that “primitive law is in truth the
torality of custom of tribes™ (p. 3). Arunachal Pradesh, “‘}}" l:“:'d
of fi-gi;‘lg sun,” is located in the north-castcrnmos.t part of India.
Arunachal Pradesh is the homeland of many tribals and has a
population of 13,83,727 (Census of India, 2011). Under the
provisions of the Indian Constitution, there are 20 communities
fisted as Scheduled Tribes (ST) in this part of the country. the

' Auumm-!‘mﬁ:mr, Department of Soctology. Don Hoso College, franagar, Aruniins
Peadesh F-Matl neelamrupacrediffmail om ]
" Assstant Prafessar, Deparimesit uf 1 nglish, Dan Boso College, ltunagir
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Neclam Rupa ¢ Samsom Mossang

Mossang is one of the sub-tribes of the Tangsa Comm;::llty. Thee ' |
i« much literature on almost all the tribes of Arunac Prades),

however, very little research has been done 01111 the Ta“gsas,
especially the Mossangs. This study on the village counci] of :
the Tangsas in general and of the.Mossangs in particular hy
been taken up to redress this paucity t.o cc?rtam ex.tent' as we|
as to encourage more research into thel.r tribal, 50(:1.3.1 life. This
paper briefly describes the traditiona]l Vlllage. council system of
the Tangsas of Changlang district, with special reference to th, ;
Mossangs of Nampong village. a.

PO

Objectives & Method

The present study on traditional village council of the Tangsa
Community, with special reference to the Mossangs, is done in
view of the following objectives: (a) To explore the system of
self-governance through the traditional village council of the |
Mossang community of Changlang district, and (b) To explore |

and document the concept of self-governing system among the
Mossangs. i

The present study is exclusively based on field study.
Knowledgeable persons (key informants) of the tribe were
interviewed and the information so gathered is analysed. Hence,
the source of data is primary, using personal interview method.

The study was carried out in Nam ong vill f Changlang
district of Arunachal Pradesh. e B o e

e e e 7

- The Tangsas

Sharma (2010) seates that “the tribal

associated with respective tertitories. The
affairs as members of a virpyal i

with their customs and tradigions’
the major tribes, inhabit the C},
Pradesh along the Indo-Burmege

people in India 4
y manage all thel
llage Republic’ in accordan® F
" (p. 13). The Tangsas, on¢ of |
anglang district of ArUm‘Chfl r
border and parts of Tinsuki®
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Vf”dge Councils of the Tangsa Community

Disrrict;FAssam,.in“north-east India, Literally the meaning of
the word Tangsa is “children of yhe pyy; » tang meaning “hill’

i = 1 »
alnd sﬁen:es?lt?g Tc,:hlldmn‘ They are concentrated mainly in
e Yoy Sie Swap and Namchik rivers, extending from the
Patkai range in the south to the border of Assam in the north

"ﬂ]e‘mtal population of Tangsas, according to the 2011
census, is 1,47,961. The Tangsa community consists of mainly
four sub-tribes: Lungchangs, Mukloms, Tikhaks, and Pansas.
The Pansas are further divided into Mossangs, Kimsings, Juglis /
Yuglis, Rongrangs, and a few others, according to their dialectical
variations and social customs. Each sub-tribe has a number of
exogamous clans. They follow patriarchal system of society and
live in joint families. “The Tangsa tribe used to have a limited
Chieftaincy system of Village Council. The head of the Council
is selected from a particular class after taking into consideration
his wealth and intelligence” (Swain, 2006, p. 36).

The Mossangs constitute the highest among the Tangsas in
terms of numbers (about 40% of the total Tangsa population)
and are distributed all over Changlang district.

Kha-Pho-Rung: The Traditional Village Council System

There is no known date of origin for the Mossang village

council Kha-pho-rung. Kha means “case,” pho means "decisi(.)n,”
and rung means “assembly.” The Mossangs do not have any idea
as to how and when the village council originated nor do they
have any myth relating to its origin. However, -it if belu;ved.that
Kha-pho-rung came into existence with the beginning of society.

Structure of the Kha-pho-rung

The Mossang Kha-pho-rung,
a leader known as Ngowa and a
or Phongwas chosen by the villagers-

the council of elders, consists of
few members known as Tetwas
The leader is selected from

F
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Neelam Rupa & Samsom Mossang

a particular clan, consideration being given to his wealth ang
intelligence, while the members represent various clans. Anoth,
particular trait that is taken into consideration while
them is that the leader and the members should h
oratory skills. The Kha-pho-rung is very powerful and ¢

of the Ngowa is considered to be final.

ChOOSin

ave 0o
he verd,,

There is no educational bar for selection of the counci|] |
members but sex, status, and experience in social affajrs as wel| -
as knowledge in the traditional custom are the main criteria o
become a member of the village council.

The Kha-pho-rung assembles at the house of the Ngowa,
there is no particular place for designated this purpose. The place
for such sitting is called Rung. 'The Kha-pho-rung adjudicates 4l
disputes and ensure the maintenance of Jaw and order in the |
village as per traditional customary rules, |

r_
Jurisdiction |

The jurisdiction of the village council is confined to the

village. Generally,
settle disputes of o
the host council to

one particular village council cannot go w©

ther villages unless the same is initiated by
settle their disputes. In case of inter-village

dispute, the village councils of both the villageslwill get together
jointly in a convenient place to settle the dispute. They also invit
council members from the nearby villages as mediarors to sette |

the dispute. Inter-tribal disputes are settled mutually berween the
two tribes through mediators of both the tribes.

.. o2 7

There is no fixed time or segsiop for holding a village couml:i}.
The village council sits as and whep, required. And the council$
decision on any dispute or crime i considered signiﬁca"f;
final, and respected by all. Thus, the council of the Tang '
democratic in nature.

i B
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¢ Councile of the Litngsa Community

C

ases under KJ,

_-{\.\',:h--.{';,'.: ('lhc{‘t). K?‘c:]' (.nnl\‘l‘il\’lh‘
rei-bi (encroachmeny on others l;;ml;
and Aa-Lacham (seduction)
the council. The offences w
the seriousness of the crimes, Mra is the
ones and &ha is for the serious ones,
Arey (bride-price) continue for
be-mra / ke-kba (intra-vill

Pho-Rung

nt of lwidc~pricc), Crha-
v Mik-tai-bha (murder),
are some of the offences tries by
rms according to
term for less offensives
Dispures arising out of the
senerations. A dispute could be

age) or ke-neike-mya / ke-nei-ke-kha
(inter-village). Intm-village disputes are settled by the council of
elders of the particular village, whereas inter-village disputes lead
o frequent raids and head hunting. In order to prevent such
sicuation, the Khba-pho-rung of both the villages hold a joint rung
to reach an amicable position.

cre ;1[30 {.'.i\'t)n te

Penalties for Certéin Cases

In case of Agau-kha (thefr), generally Achang (fine) is not
imposed but the Agan (thief) has to return the stolen articles
or items to the owner. However, Achang of cash is sometime
imposed. An Agawu is seen more of as a stupid person than a
criminal by the Mossangs.

In case of Aa-kacham (seduction) of a married woman, Achang
isimposed borth in cash and kind. The accused is to give a bll;ﬁla.l.(;:
w© the Kha-pho-rung. No fine is imposed upon the woman, but
the husband wishes, he has the liberty to leave her.

In case of seduction of an unmarried girl, and if a girl becomes

pregnant, the accused is to marry the girl. In case of ji{lﬁal of hls’
Crime and refusal to marry the girl, then the ac?u?e as o p:\,
Achang in cash to the girl's parents. In case c:f elopement, h[,-L
boy h':lgs to give a cow and a buffalo to the girl's parents or their

“Quivalent in cash.

79
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Neelam Rupa & Samsom Mossang

In case of Gah-rei-kha (encroachment of others’ Propery)
the Ngowa and the Terwas or Phongwas, Visit and c"amin; ‘
the disputed land. Demarcation of the land with stones o by
planting trees to mark the border is done later. The encroge,, |
gives an Achang of one pig. In case of dispute over Propery
among brothers, the kha-pho-rung decides the share buc ustiall
the eldest brother gets the biggest share.

Mossangs consider Mik-tai-kha (murder) to be a serioy |
crime. The murderer has to pay a heavy Achang to the victim'; '
family. The murderer along with his entire family has to leave the |
village in order to escape revenge. In case of accidental murder,
like hunting accident, the man has to inform the Ngowa and
leave the village. The murderer’s family has to give two cows to :
the victim’s family. This is the beginning of negotiation which |
prevents retaliation. A weck after, two buffaloes and two bronz
plates should be given as a compensation for the head of the |
murdered person, two dao (swords) for hands, 1,000 rupees for |
the heart, one long chain of beads hanging down to the navel |
for intestines and two spears for the /egs. All compensatory items
are to be sent through the older relatives of the family of the
murderer. The murdered family should never visit the murderers |
family. Similarly, the murderer’s family cannot go to their origina! |
village where the incident took place. é

A person who cannot pay Achang is kept as a Winse (servant
 of the village. The Ngowa engages such person as his person

Winsa on payment of the fine. Sometimes, such offcndcr.s art
made Winsa of the person against whom the offence is committ h; :
A Winsa can marry and settle in thar village, butinthiSC”."[If |
head of the family remained a Winsa for the rest of his lf. il
a daughter is born to the Winsa, Krey obtained at che tme

marriage of the daughter would belong to the master-
80
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I tﬂage Councils of the Tangsa Community
After a case is sertled and

Kharong (sitting fee) is Ty rh«':h::nc:ell'ted by both the parties,

3 IGM'P/JO-mng.
Scheme of Punishment

Corporal punish ' ;

Acbm;gl:pi » casl; e kinm;f; :)Solat. lrzlhposed by tflle Kha-pho-rung.
P e . ;) 18 = only punishment imposed

It varies according to the seriousness of the
offence. The verdicr is given in presence of all and the Achang is
imposed. If a guilty person is unable to pay, the Achang is kept in
the custody of the Ngowa. He or she is also taken out on bail by
his or her friends and relatives on assurance of the payment of the

Achang within a stipulated period fixed by the council.

Role of Oath (Aa-Katam) and Ordeals (Katam-Katong)

In case the Kha-pho-rung is unable to give the verdict, then
the accused and the petitioner in question are to take Aa-katam
(Oath) in the name of the spirits or deities, who they believe to
be the witnesses of the crime. It is believed that, if the person

er the oath, then he or she will meet with an unforeseen

lies und
g cruthful, no harm would come

danger or if the person is bein

to him or her.

The Mossangs also practise

to be faced by the accused in .
option to deal with a tricky case when the Kha-pho-rungis unable

The accused is asked to touch fire, earth, red
al, fang of a tigen: 2 stone of tht'mderbolt, or
black hen or rooster: It is believed l’.hat’an
y due to accidents caused by the thing

il fear of death in the mind of the
d death (would accept their crime

the act of Katam-katong (ordeals)
question. It is taken as the last

to give a verdict.
hot burning charco
drink the blood of a

offender will die shortl
ch. The idea is t© ins

they tou ;
r to avol

offender and in orde
and punishment)-
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Neelam Rupa & Samsom Mossang

Women and Council

Women are considered the other half of h“manki |
However, all the members of the village council are male, Wo;:d‘ .
cannot be a member of the council because of the belief th,, thm |
cannot take the position of men in decision making, Wome §
are, however, busy with their household chores and canpg, Spa;:
time for outside world. Therefore, the womenfolk do ngy hae
the privilege to take part in the process of decision making, The |
may witness the council session if necessary or if they involye
the case.

Council vs. Panchayat Raj

The traditional village council among the Mossangs continues
to regulate the social, cultural, and legal affairs of the villag
However, in certain cases, this traditional tribal judicial system
fails to satisfactorily address certain serious crimes, particularly
death. As a result, it ultimately necessitates the intervention
of modern system of justice as a last resort. In line with his
the government promulgated the Regulation of 1947 to bring
uniformity in the system of justice. '

For smooth functioning of the democratic and self-governifs
tribal institutions, the Panchayat Raj system of local scl;
government has been introduced under regulation 3 of NEE)[ 2
Panchayat Raj Regulation of 1967. The regulation envisages v
every district a three-tier system self-governing bodies; nanz}ci(
Gram Panchayat at the village level, Anchal Samiti & the 30061
level and Zilla Parishad at the district level. Swait ‘;uﬁd :
observed that “the Panchayat Raj System functions ¢ e,-.md o
local government in India, ensuring grass-roots dem?craf; nE
decentralized planning. It develops power to the V]llag@l’ﬂlf [j
thereby linking the people from village to the state” (P o §
g bodies have been accordingly empoWe™

sclf—governin
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mahing o the Villape win alter (e
Pradesh Panchavar Ay |0y
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evolutionary change

pation in ded (TTeTY
Chactment of Aranachal
vonethivd sears o difterent leyels
W reserved [y women, ‘This led o the
in the Pattern Illllt';lllt‘l‘.‘-lli|).

Receny ( hanpey
the role of taditional Vil

genctaland the [\"“-‘5“"!‘.-“ in pParticular has no undergone major
changes i terms of g constitution and lunctioning, However,
ander the influence of the new forms of administration,
mimor changes have wken place in the last few years. Alier (he
muraduction of Tndian Penal Code (IPC) and the Assam Frontier
Administration of Justice) Reguladion Act of 1945, the power
tor setdement of case by the wraditional village council such as
murder has been restricted. The council is, however, empowered
tor trial of cases such as theft, simple hurts, house trespass, assault,
encroachment of land, dispute over land and property, non-
pavment of bride price, deduction of girl, elopement, adultery,
divorce, and similar disputes.

council among the angsas in

Despite of its importance as well as limiwations, =l[.l-;f“-"'“:_“'

. ‘ = s w i ;l\v Or

people are privileged o ;1ppm;1c|1 before the L?llrt nll s

. . M catretaecrar r SL' f c
settlement of cases when the same is not satistactortly

!hrough the village council,

Suggestions

cand current functioning,
Based on the assessment of the nature and curret ¢
asee SSESE

' oncluding observation, we
of the traditional village council, as a LUII(.II;EKIII‘]&, |‘mmi““i";:,
s b tons for its effective ing:
propose the following suggestions for its clfe

1 of the Mossangs is found
The traditional village council of the M mtl g
. ; . UT A .l( g
T informal institution: this system ¢
to be an :
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